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Vascular Surgical Approaches evolves from a 1995 text
originally published in French and extensively reedited, as
well as translated into English. Although most chapters
have been updated by the original European authors, a
few chapters were reassigned to provide some representa-
tion by North American surgeons.
As the title implies, the book is devoted entirely to sur-
gical dissection and exposure, and is not an atlas of vascular
procedures. Virtually all vessels relevant to vascular surgical
practice are covered. Several excellent chapters concern the
cervical vessels, including techniques of exposure for diffi-
cult and relatively uncommon distal lesions. Venous surgery
is also given a welcome amount of consideration, with indi-
vidual chapters covering the dissection of the superior and
inferior vena cava, portal vein, and lower extremity veins.
The remainder of the book is divided into chapters by
anatomic segment and covers the arterial tree from the
great vessels to the ulnar and pedal branches. Several chap-
ters describe coronary exposure and harvesting techniques
for internal mammary and inferior epigastric arteries.
Most chapters are well written and genuinely comple-
ment the illustrations. They are generally both concise and
informative. They also maintain a remarkably consistent
format for a multiauthored book. Most begin with an
anatomic review of the particular vessel under considera-
tion, followed by a description of the various surgical
approaches to its dissection. A concluding section discuss-
es the relative merits and disadvantages of each approach
along recommendations for their selective application.
Illustrations consist entirely of hand-drawn black-and
white-sketches. A single medical artist was involved, addi-
tionally enhancing the overall consistency of this work.
The drawings are, for the most part, reasonably clear and
understandable, although a number would have benefited
from a multicolored contrast of the many anatomic struc-
tures crowding a small area.
General surgeons, neurosurgeons, and plastic sur-
geons whose practices occasionally involve vascular or
microvascular procedures will find this book useful. The
chapters on coronary surgery would probably not be of
great value to cardiac surgeons, as the material is covered
in more detail in standard texts on that subject. However,
the chapters on the great vessels and the pulmonary vas-
culature make this text worthy of consideration, at least
for cardiac fellows in training. As the editors themselves
indicate, this book is intended for practicing vascular sur-
geon and fellows in training. The excellent description of
unusual and alternative approaches and the accompanying
discussions of their appropriate applications would cer-





Vascular disease: a multi-specialty approach to 
diagnosis and management, 2nd ed
Darwin Eton; Austin; 1999; Landes; 685 pages.
This book is part of the Vademecum series of medical
handbooks published by Landes Bioscience, a publishing
company specializing in medical handbooks. Vademecum
is the Latin word that roughly means “to carry along” and
originally was the name given to pocket-sized books con-
taining excerpts of carefully transcribed canons that were
carried by clerics in the Middle Ages.
Eleven radiologists, nine surgeons, four internists,
four pathologists, three neurologists, three vascular tech-
nologists, and one pharmacist contributed to one or more
chapters to this handbook focused on a multi-specialty
approach to vascular disease. As exemplified by the num-
ber of radiologists, an arguable strength of the book is its
overview of the many different types of vascular imaging.
If one includes the information provided about noninva-
sive vascular types of laboratory testing, over half of the 42
chapters are dedicated to lesion localization. The eight
chapters on noninvasive vascular laboratory testing are
outstanding and are by far the book’s greatest strength.
This is especially true of the chapter concerning renal and
mesenteric artery duplex evaluation. The chapter outlines
the current understanding of this often misquoted and
misunderstood topic in a concise manner that is easier to
follow than in most textbooks.
The principal weakness of the handbook relates to the
separation of the chapters on various arterial diseases and
those complementary chapters on diagnostic arteriogra-
phy, For example, chapter 3, entitled “Surgery and
Medical Management of Carotid Disease,” is void of arte-
riography figures, whereas chapter 9, entitled “Cerebral
Arteriography,” consists of one arteriogram after another
with small accompanying vignettes that are not linked to
the aforementioned chapter. Moreover, no references in
the chapter on carotid disease are made to the figures in
the arteriography chapter. A better solution to improve
the handbook would be to incorporate the arteriograms
into the chapters on arterial diseases, which would
enhance the continuity of information.
For a medical handbook to be of value, it must be
compact, concise, organized, valid, and easy to read.
Likened to writing a scientific abstract, completing this
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formidable task can be daunting. The editor, Darwin
Eton, MD, has accomplished the task of creating a valu-
able handbook on vascular disease, with the added respon-
sibility of bringing together many specialists. Several
important changes have been made since the first edition,
which include reducing the dimensions of the book and
adding two more chapters on vascular stents and stent
grafts. The trade-off for keeping the handbook reasonably
priced and compact is a decrease in paper quality (glossy
white to plain white) and, unfortunately, the deletion of a
28-page color insert containing beautiful photographs of
color duplex scans and vascular pathology. Perhaps the
editor will reintroduce this into a third edition, if pub-
lished.
Unlike other handbooks specifically targeted to med-
ical students or surgical residents in early years of training,
this handbook describing a multi-specialty approach to
vascular disease will be useful to a wide range of physician
specialties. Family medicine, internal medicine, and emer-
gency medicine physicians may benefit from having this
handbook as a quick reference. In addition, the scope of
the book makes it a valuable source of information for res-








Pierce Grace, Robert Mathie; Oxford; 1999; Blackwell
Sciences; 384 pages; $225.00.
Ischaemia-Reperfusion Injury is a comprehensive,
multiauthor review of both the clinical and experimental
aspects of ischaemia-reperfusion injury. The text is divided
into three sections entitled Clinical Features of Ischaemia-
Reperfusion Injury, Pathophysiology of Ischaemia-
Reperfusion Injury, and Treatment and Prophylaxis of
Ischaemia-Reperfusion Injury. The first section analyzes
the clinical significance of ischaemia-reperfusion injury on
an individual organ system basis and includes chapters
examining the systemic consequences, the systemic inflam-
matory response, and the relevance to transplantation.
The section focuses on those systems usually considered
susceptible to ischaemia-reperfusion injury such as the
heart, skeletal muscle, and visceral organs, in addition to
those such as the lung and the bones/joint that are con-
sidered less vulnerable. The respective chapters emphasize
the pervasive nature of the ischaemia-reperfusion process
and the common pathophysiologic pathways between
seemingly unrelated disciplines. The second section dis-
sects the pathophysiology of ischaemia-reperfusion injury
by examining the various mediators in addition to the
roles of endothelial cells, neutrophils, and apoptosis.
Individual chapters are dedicated to the various mediators,
but they are presented within the context of the whole
ischaemia-reperfusion process. The section underscores
the complexity of the ischaemia-reperfusion process with
its multiple, interrelated, overlapping components.
Indeed, it is not surprising that a “magic bullet” for
ischaemia-reperfusion injury has not been identified in
light of this complexity. The final section integrates the
first two and examines the therapeutic role of free radical
scavengers and antioxidants in addition to the therapies
used to minimize ischaemia-reperfusion injury during car-
diac surgery and solid organ transplantation.
The text provides an excellent review of ischaemia-
reperfusion injury and bridges the gap between the basic
and clinical sciences. The breadth of material presented is
comprehensive and includes all potential mechanisms
incriminated in the process. This is notable in light of the
rapidly evolving discipline and the multiple mediators and
mechanisms. The depth of the presentation is thorough
and sufficient for the basic scientist. The individual chap-
ters consistently review the current clinical and experi-
mental data and summarize our current understanding,
including highlighting the limitations. Indeed, this is par-
ticularly relevant in the chapter (chapter 10) on the clini-
cal relevance of ischaemia-reperfusion in injury in the
bone/joints in which there is little published data.
Although the clinical relevance of ischaemia-reperfusion
injury is emphasized throughout the text, it is not a clini-
cal text per se and should prove useful to the basic scien-
tist. Indeed, the section on the pathophysiology of
ischaemia-reperfusion injury is the strongest of the three.
Critical review of these chapters should allow investigators
to place their research efforts in the necessary perspective
and should generate ideas for further study. The con-
tributing authors are recognized experts in ischaemia-
reperfusion injury and include both clinical and basic sci-
entists. Overall, the quality of the writing is good and
reflects the expertise of the contributors. There is some
variability in the chapters as might be expected from a
multiauthored text, and the variability ranges from super-
ficial to near encyclopedic. The chapter on cytokines
(chapter 20) is disappointing and fails to discuss the
potential role of the anti-inflammatory cytokine inter-
leukin-10. In contrast, the chapters on skeletal muscle
ischaemia-reperfusion injury (chapter 3), endothelial cells
(chapter 15), and nitric oxide (chapter 16) are particular-
ly well written and almost worth the price of the text.
There is a moderate amount of overlap between the
various sections and individual chapters. The inflammato-
ry mediators and cells are reviewed in moderate depth in
all three sections of the text. Admittedly, they are dis-
cussed more superficially in the first and last sections, and
a certain degree of overlap is likely necessary in light of the
complexity of the pathophysiologic process. Additionally,
the chapters on free radical scavengers (chapter 24) and
antioxidants (chapter 26) are similar. The editors stated in
the preface that when they solicited chapters from the var-
ious authors they did not attempt to limit the content.
